
Coordinator’s Message

To Parents and Students:

The Lesterville R-IV School District has established a locally funded tuition assistance program

called CATS +.  Participation in this program is available to every student so that he/she may

further his/her educational experiences.

It is common knowledge that those who graduate from high school have more earning power

than those who fail to finish high school.  We also know that those with a post-secondary

education earn more than those who have no additional training.  We live in a rapidly changing

world where competition drives success.  We at Lesterville R-IV School District desire to

provide our students every opportunity to be prepared to face the challenges and develop the

skills and responsibilities required to be successfully competitive.

The letters in CATS + have meaning: Continuing Achievement Towards Success.  The Program

is designed to promote achievement in the academic, social, and character areas.  We believe that

a strong development in these areas will lead to a greater level of success in the future for all

those students who participate in the program.

The CATS + Program benefits are far more than just monetary: the benefits are those that will be

returned many times over in the positive changes to the community and school through

involvement and dedication of those students who participate in the program.

Students have the opportunity to receive up to $100 per credit hour for up to 60 hours of college

or technical school tuition assistance.  This means that a student has the opportunity to have up to

$6,000 worth of his/her tuition paid through the CATS + Program.
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Mission Statement

The mission and purpose of the Lesterville R-IV School District and the CATS + Program is to
help all students realize their worth and potential as individuals and to guide them toward
becoming productive members of society.  We believe that this mission will be achieved through
a commitment to high academic and social standards and through a cooperative effort by the
school district and the community.

Belief Statements

We believe that the public schools of Lesterville, Missouri should serve the purposes of teaching
responsibility, teaching tolerance, stimulating learning, stimulating the promotion and discovery
of talents, promoting improved social and economic conditions, and helping each individual
child to become a productive member of society.  In order to accomplish our purposes, we
believe that each student should:

1. Learn to accept responsibility in the learning process.

2. Attend regularly with attitudes receptive to the challenges and responsibilities of their

education.

3. Receive a balanced education to include skills useful in the working world and in problem

solving academic as well as personal and social problems.

4. Be motivated for learning which should provide the stimuli for maximum development and

achievement.

5. Have social and academic experiences which enable them to become contributing members

of society.

Goals

1. All students will graduate from high school.

2. Students will complete a selection of high school studies that are challenging and have

identified learner expectations.

3. All students will proceed from high school to a college, vocational/technical school or a

high-wage job with workplace skill development.
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4. Encourage student attendance, identify and serve at-risk students while offering a variety of

courses, programs, and activities.

5. Provide opportunities for student involvement in the betterment of the community and

school.

6. Provide students with opportunities and knowledge to develop a career pathway.

CATS + Award Program Requirements

The CATS + program provides students the opportunity to earn FREE tuition to a college or
technical school.  To qualify for this financial incentive, a student must be certified as a CATS +
Award Student of Lesterville High School.  The principal and the program coordinator, as the
official representatives of the CATS + program, have the responsibility to certify whether a
graduate of Lesterville High School meets the criteria before graduation.  Certification will
require the eligible student to do the following:

1. Enroll in and attend Lesterville High School continuously for his/her junior and senior years

and meet all other qualifications outlined within the program.

2. Sign a CATS + Award Contract

3. Maintain at least a 3.0 cumulative Grade Point Average on a 4.0 scale.

4. Maintain a cumulative 96% attendance record for all four years of high school.

5. Perform 75 hours of unpaid, approved tutoring and/or community service.

6. Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoidance of unlawful use of drugs and alcohol.

7. Make a good faith effort to first secure all available federal post-secondary student financial

assistance funds that do not require repayment.

8. Apply for a minimum of ten (10) scholarships (Must Apply for All Local Scholarships)

according to guidelines.  A list of scholarships may be obtained through the coordinator’s

office.

9. Attend the Lesterville R-IV Alumni Banquet his/her graduation year and each year in which

he/she receives financial assistance through the CATS + Program.

10. Maintain a 2.5 Grade Point Average while attending college or technical school as a full

time student.

11. Complete a Follow-up Survey administered by the Lesterville R-IV School District.
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CATS + Award Funding

Disclaimer and Precaution:  Official CATS + Award status will be determined in May of each
school year.  Tuition reimbursement is contingent upon local funding and is subject to change by
a decision of the Lesterville R-IV School District Board of Education.  Program policies and
procedures are subject to review and modifications made as deemed appropriate by the
Lesterville R-IV School District Board of Education.  Eligible students must apply and make a
good faith effort to first secure all available funds that do not require repayment before taking
advantage of Program monies.  Local scholarships will not limit tuition assistance.  Students who
violate the school discipline (see citizenship requirements) and/or use drugs/alcohol will forfeit
the CATS + reimbursement. Funds will not be used for repeated courses.

Enrollment Requirement
In order for a student to meet the enrollment requirement, the student must enroll in and attend
Lesterville High School continuously for his/her junior and senior years.

▪ Students “new to the district” must enroll into the district on or prior to the first day of

attendance (as set by the school calendar) of his/her junior year at Lesterville High School.

▪ If a student transfers into Lesterville High School from another school after the beginning of

his/her junior year, the student will not be considered eligible for the CATS + Award Program

at Lesterville High School unless the previous school is a designated A+ school, and the

student was active in the previous school’s A+ Program.

▪ Students in the CATS + Program must be enrolled as full time students during the four years

of high school and complete their entire senior year at Lesterville High School in order to

maintain eligibility.

CATS + Award Contract
After a Lesterville High School student has completed 10.5 credits of high school studies; has
established a 3.0 Grade Point Average on a 4.0 scale; and has established a cumulative 96%
attendance average, the student will be notified that he/she has met the initial requirements to
participate in the CATS + Program.  If the student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) agree to
participate in the program, they must read all of the qualifications and requirements and sign the
CATS + Award Contract.  The CATS + Award Contract must be returned to the CATS + Program
Coordinator.  The coordinator will establish a school file for the student in which all
documentation regarding activities and requirements will be kept.  The documentation in the file
will be used to determine certification to receive financial assistance through the CATS +
Program.
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Grade Point Requirement

The CATS + Award student must graduate with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0
scale.  Additional statements to clarify the grade point policy are listed below.

▪ Grade point average is calculated only at the end of each semester and is cumulative for all

four years of high school.

▪ Grade point averages are calculated to five (5) decimal places.  Rounding up of grade point

averages will not be allowed.

▪ A letter containing grade point information will be sent after the completion of each semester

to the parents of CATS + Award participants.

▪ The student’s official transcript will serve as evidence of the grade point average for

admission into a college or technical school.

▪ The student will be required to maintain a 2.5 grade point average while attending the

post-secondary institution.  The student will be responsible for ensuring that the program

coordinator receives a copy of grades each semester.

Attendance Requirement
The following guidelines and procedures will be in effect when certifying that the CATS +
Award student has met the required 96% attendance rate for four years:

▪ The cumulative attendance information given to the program coordinator will come from the

official attendance record kept by Lesterville School.

▪ The cumulative attendance record will be kept for a four-year period from the beginning of

the CATS + Award student’s freshmen year until graduation.

▪ Attendance percentages are calculated to four (4) decimal places.  Rounding up is not

allowed.

▪ A letter with attendance information will be sent home at the end of each semester to CATS +

Award students’ parents.

▪ After receiving this information, the parent will have an opportunity to file an attendance

appeal with the high school principal if an error has occurred.
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▪ Students with specific health histories must make sure that the medical documentation of

chronic or long-term health related problems are on file with the school nurse if they are to

be considered in a possible review.

Attendance Appeals:

Absenteeism for reasons other than chronic or long-term health related problems or funerals for
immediate family members should be accounted for within the 4% allowable limit.  Schedulable
appointments should be made to avoid exceeding the allowable absentee requirement.

▪ Parents submitting a request for a waiver of days missed shall provide the high school

principal with documentation with specific dates and stating the reason the student was

absent from school.  Documentation may include letters from the attending physician, school

nurse, principal, or court official.

▪ The high school principal will meet with the committee to review the request for a waiver of

days missed.  The review committee will determine if any or all or none of the days will be

waived.

▪ The high school principal will notify the parents by letter of the committee’s decision.

Tutoring / Community Service Requirement
The CATS + Award Program requires all program participants to perform seventy-five (75) hours
of unpaid tutoring and/or community service.  These hours must be documented before May 1 of
the CATS + student’s senior year.  The following guidelines and procedures will be used to meet
the tutoring / community service requirement:

1. In order to begin and count any hours towards the tutoring / community service requirement,

the CATS + student must have met the following criteria:

▪ Have on file with the program coordinator a signed CATS + Award Program Contract signed

by the student and parent.

▪ Have successfully earned a minimum of 10.5 credits of high school coursework.

▪ Have a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.

▪ Have a cumulative 96% attendance record or better.

▪ Have a record of good citizenship.
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2. All tutoring activities must be sponsored by and coordinated through the Lesterville School

and the CATS + coordinator.

3. 75 hours of Tutoring and/or Community Service must be earned through more than one

activity.  No more than 50% (37.5 hours) will be counted towards the 75 hour

requirement for the class of 2010 for any one activity regardless of the year.  No more

than 33.3% (25 hours) will be counted towards the 75 hour requirement for the class of

2011 and beyond for any one activity regardless of the year. (Ex: Helping with

elementary basketball for 3 years = counts as one activity)

4.  An official log sheet must be filled out by the student for each activity session and signed by

the school official in charge of the tutoring/mentoring activity.

5.  The tutoring may be done during the school year or summer school. Tutoring hours from

Cadet teaching may count, but cannot exceed 25 hours.

6.  All tutoring must be done on school premises unless specific permission is given by the CATS

+ coordinator.

CATS + student responsibilities for tutoring are:

▪ All activities must have the CATS + Program Coordinator’s approval prior to the activity.

Any hours for an activity without prior approval will be denied.

▪ Be present upon the agreed date and time for the activity.

▪ Notify the staff member in charge if an absence must occur.  Notification should be given the

day of or prior to the activity.

▪ The student must have the tutoring folder for required signatures in order to be allowed to

tutor.

▪ All hours must be completed prior to the last Monday in April of the CATS + student’s senior

year.

7. All community service activities must be pre-approved through the CATS+ Program

Coordinator.

8. Community service activities will be approved on an individual basis by the CATS +

Coordinator.  Community service may include work for public entities such as the library,

city and county offices, and etc.  It may include community and/or school projects for
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beautification, service to the elderly, and etc.  Students are to submit their request and ideas

to the CATS + Coordinator for consideration.

❖ Service hours that are expected or required as part of any school, civic, and/or private

organization will not count towards the requirements of the CATS + Program.

❖ Any CATS + student receiving payment and/or gifts of monetary value will not receive credit

for the service hours for the activity.

❖ Service activities for family members are strongly discouraged and may not be approved.

❖ It is the responsibility of the CATS + student to seek out, submit for approval, and complete

any and all service activities.

Citizenship Requirement
1. Students who sign a contract for the CATS + Program are to maintain a good citizenship

standard.  Cases outside of school time and outside of program activities involving serious

violations will be subject to review under the Citizenship Requirement.

2. Any student who violates the District’s Drug/Alcohol/Substance Abuse Policy during the

time in which he/she is under the CATS + Contract will automatically forfeit his/her CATS +

Program status and/or tuition reimbursement.

3. The high school principal and the CATS + committee will review violations of the school

district’s discipline policy each semester using the following guidelines:

● Any violation committed by a student while under the CATS + contract which involves poor

behavior, disrespect, profanity, dishonesty, etc. will be reviewed by the principal and the

committee.

● Any student, while under the CATS + contract, who receives two or more disciplinary

referrals in a semester will be reviewed by the principal and the committee.

● Any student, while under the CATS + contract, who receives two (2) tardies in a semester

will automatically be placed on a Warning Status.

4. Upon review of each individual case, the principal will respond in one of the following ways:

● Good Citizenship – No Action Taken

● Warning Status – Notification sent to the student and parent.  A second Warning given within

the same semester will place the individual on Probation Status. A semester immediately
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following without any violations of the Good Citizenship standard will place the student in

Good Citizenship Status.

● Probation Status – Notification sent to the student and parent.  Probation Status will be for

the following semester.  The case will be reviewed at the end of the probationary semester.  A

semester immediately following without any violations of the Good Citizenship standard will

place the student in Good Citizenship Status. Two (2) Probation Status semesters occurring

consecutively will result in the student being removed from the CATS + Program.

● Disqualification – Notification sent to the student and the parent that the student has been

removed from the CATS + Program and that financial assistance through the Program is

relinquished.

5. Appeals may be made with a written request to the superintendent of schools.

6. All reviews, decisions by the committee, and correspondence will be placed in the student’s

CATS + file by the Program Coordinator.

Good Faith Effort to Secure Funding
Parents must make a good faith effort to secure all available post-secondary student financial
assistance funds that do not require repayment.

1. Parents must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid at

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov This must be done NOT before January 1 or after April 1 of the

year of the student’s graduation.

2. After parents receive the Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail verifying the financial aid

information on the original FAFSA, the student or parent will provide a copy of the SAR to

verify that the requirement of Good Faith Effort has been completed.  The Program

Coordinator will place the copy in the student’s CATS + file.

Recognition for CATS + Award Scholarship Students
It is essential that students who successfully complete all of the requirements of the CATS +
Program receive special recognition for their achievements.  The following recognitions will
apply:
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1. A list of students who meet the CATS + Program requirements will be submitted to the local

newspaper.

2. Students who meet the requirements of the CATS + Program will be recognized at the

end-of-the-year awards assembly.

3. Students who meet the requirements of the CATS + Program will be recognized during their

graduation ceremony and presented with a medal of accomplishment.

Using CATS + Program Funds
Once a student completes all of the CATS + Program requirements and is certified by the high
school principal, the graduating student will be eligible to receive CATS + Program funds.  The
following guidelines will apply to the use of CATS + Program funds:

1. A student will receive this incentive for up to sixty (60) college/technical school hours at a

rate determined by the Lesterville R-IV School District Board of Education.

2. A student must enroll and attend as a full-time student in a college or technical school.

3. A student must complete the sixty (60) hours as a full time student within three (3) years

after graduation from Lesterville R-IV High School.

Combining A+ and CATS+
Students who meet the qualifications for both A+ Scholarship Program and CATS+ Tuition
Assistance Program may use both programs under the following conditions:

1. Complete all of the requirements to qualify for both programs prior to graduating high
school.

2. Attend an A+ qualifying community college or technical school in Missouri after
graduation.

3. Maintain the post-high school requirements for both A+ and CATS+ while attending
college or technical school.

4. A+ and CATS+ may not be used during the same semester.  A+ will be used while the
student is enrolled in the community college or technical school.

5. CATS+ Extension: CATS+ tuition assistance availability will be extended from (4
semesters in 3years) to (4 semesters in 4 years) for those who use A+ and CATS+
combined.  The following conditions to extend CATS+ availability apply:

● A+ must be used for the first 2 years unless a student obtains an Associate’s
Degree in less than 2 years in order to extend CATS+ availability.

● All post-secondary requirements for CATS+ must be maintained during the time
the student uses A+ in order to extend CATS+ availability.
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● CATS+ will not be extended to the 4th year if the student has not obtained an
Associate’s Degree within 2 years or is still enrolled in a community college after
the second year.  (3-year availability will apply).

Career Paths
A general high school program of studies is not enough preparation for today’s colleges or for

employment in today’s complex workplace.  Rather, the program of studies must be carefully

planned and selected to help ensure that students may attain their goal.

The Lesterville R-IV High School recognizes and promotes the participants of the CATS +

Program to show focus and direction in their courses of study.  With this in mind, each

participant will be asked to choose a Career Path from the following 6 nationally recognized

paths:

Human Services
Health Resources
Natural Resources

Art & Communications
Business, Management, & Technology
Industrial & Engineering Technology

Choosing a Career Path

As part of the CATS + Program, each student, working with the parents and the Program

Coordinator, will develop a course of study centered on one of the six broad career pathways.

The course of study may reflect a general area of interest or it may concentrate on specific

occupational goals.  The following activities will enable students to achieve a designated career

path:

● Lesterville students will be involved in activities designed to expand awareness of a variety

of careers.

● By the eighth grade, a student will be able to choose a career path and develop a four-year

plan by selecting courses which are relevant to the occupations and career path chosen.
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CATS + Award Contract
Student financial assistance will be available for a period of three years after graduation from
Lesterville R-IV High School.

To be eligible, each student must enter into a written agreement with the Lesterville R-IV School
during the last three years prior to high school graduation. (2 years for transfer students) Each
student must also:

1. Enroll in and attend Lesterville High School continuously for his/her junior and senior years
and meet all other qualifications outlined within the program.

2. Maintain at least a 3.0 cumulative Grade Point Average on a 4.0 scale.
3. Maintain a cumulative 96% attendance record for all four years of high school.
4. Perform 75 hours of unpaid, approved tutoring and/or community service.
5. Maintain a record of good citizenship and avoidance of unlawful use of drugs and alcohol.
6. Make a good faith effort to first secure all available federal post-secondary student financial

assistance funds that do not require repayment.
7. Apply for a minimum of ten (10) scholarships according to guidelines.  A list of

scholarships may be obtained through the coordinator’s office. All local scholarships.
8. Attend the Lesterville R-IV Alumni Banquet his/her graduation year and each year in which

he/she receives financial assistance through the CATS + Program.

To maintain eligibility for reimbursement after graduation, each student participating in the
CATS + Program must during the three year period of financial assistance eligibility:

1. Enroll and attend on a full time basis a college or technical school.
2. Maintain a 2.5 Grade Point Average while attending college or technical school.
3. Complete a Follow-up Survey administered by the Lesterville R-IV School District.
4. Attend the Lesterville R-IV Alumni Banquet. (see #8 above)

Disclaimer and Precaution:  Official CATS + Award status will be determined in May of each
school year.  Tuition reimbursement is contingent upon local funding and is subject to change by
a decision of the Lesterville R-IV School District Board of Education.  Program policies and
procedures are subject to review and modifications made as deemed appropriate by the
Lesterville R-IV School District Board of Education.  Eligible students must apply and make a
good faith effort to first secure all available funds that do not require repayment before taking
advantage of Program monies.  Local scholarships will not limit tuition assistance.  Students who
violate the school discipline (see citizenship requirements) and/or use drugs/alcohol will forfeit
the CATS + reimbursement.

Student: __________________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________

Program Coordinator: ____________________________________ Date: _________
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Scholarship List   CATS+

The following list contains State / National Scholarships as well as Local Scholarships for which
students may apply.  The list is not all inclusive of all scholarships available; however, the State /
National Scholarships listed below are the scholarships for which the CATS+ student must apply
in order to meet the five (5) required from that category.  The list is subject to change as
scholarships become available.

Scholarship Requirement: Each CATS+ student must apply for a minimum of ten (10)
scholarships. Five (5) of those scholarships must be from the State / National Scholarship
list. Student Must Apply for All Local Scholarships The other five (5) may come from the
State / National list or the Local list.  If a student applies for any scholarship not on the lists, the
scholarship must be approved by the CATS+ coordinator in order for it to count towards the
minimum ten.  Students are encouraged to apply for as many scholarships as possible.  Local
Scholarships awarded do not have any effect on CATS+ financial awards. *Application
deadlines must be met in order to count towards the scholarship requirement!

State / National Scholarships
(Must Apply for 5)

Local Scholarships

American Legion
Burger King
Coca-Cola

Dept. of Natural Resources
Educational Communications Foundation

Elks National Foundation
ESA Foundation Scholarship

Horatio Alger Scholarship
LEAP (Accounting)

Mid-East Missouri Contractors
Missouri Society of Prof. Surveyors

Missouri Bankers Foundation
Missouri Insurance Education Foundation

John Dennis (MO Sheriff’s Assoc.)
Masonic Scholarship Fund of Missouri

Missouri’s Teacher Education Scholarship
Missouri’s Minority Teaching Scholarship

John T. Belcher (MSBA)
National Defense Transportation Assoc.

Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship
Southeast Missouri Mine Safety Assoc.

Urban Flight and Rural Needs Scholarship
Wal-Mart Scholarship

James L. and Nellie M. Westlake Scholarship
National BETA Club Scholarship

Missouri State BETA Club Scholarship

Lesterville Faculty
Lesterville Alumni
Ellington Rotary

Lesterville Booster Club
Jerry Nolen Scholarship

Valley Springs Foxtrotters
Lesterville PTO

Carol Morris (Eastern Star)
MSHP C. Dewayne Graham Jr. Scholarship

Black River Area Veterans Organization
Shelter Insurance

Lulu and Annabel Pinkely Scholarship
Farm Mutual Insurance
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